VARIETIES OF DEVELOPMENT — LOVE AND HATE
aberrations which now seem to us so repulsive, foolish or
ridiculous, when displayed by others. The abnormal in Psycho-
logy is most frequently only an aspect of the normal magnified
beyond its usual dimensions and thus brought out of proportion
to the other aspects of the mind. For this reason the study of
the abnormal is often the best means of investigating the minute
structure of the normal: and in the present case we shall find
that when we have reviewed the principal abnormalities and
variations in the psychic development of the individual in
relation to his family, we shall be in a much more favourable
position for arriving at a decision as to our own attitude—
theoretical and practical — towards this development than if we
had simply considered the process of growth in its strictly
normal aspects.
Byways in human development, both emotional and in- Abnormalities
tellectual, may diverge from the main track at various points in ^it^difiT'
its course—some near its origin in the infantile strata of the ent levels
mind, some at a later stage of progress. Those which leave
the main track at a relatively early point preserve, as a rule,
throughout their course some more or less definite indication
of their early origin, some trace of infantile or childish character;
while those which take their departure at a subsequent stage
bear the marks of a later, but still immature, condition of
development. As each variation or aberration thus, to some
extent, corresponds in nature to the point of development at
which it took its rise, it is possible to classify such variations
and aberrations according to their point of origin; and to regard
each one as a fixation or arrest of development at a certain
point in the main track of progress. What is true of human de-
velopment in general is true more particularly of the development
of the individual's relation to his family. The more primitive varia-
tions will be found to bear the characteristics of the early stages
of the individual's mental growth while the later variations
will indicate a more advanced condition of this growth.
In the previous chapters we have seen that in the earliest
stages of development the most important psychic reactions of
the child (so far as they concern us here) are those connected
with the parents. At a later stage, the tendencies and emotions
originally centering in the parents undergo (under the influence
of Repression) a process of Displacement on to other persons
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